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The overall picture
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Women in the Middle East are well educated

% of men and women with tertiary education
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b t th i t ti l i t d…but their potential is wasted
Women's inactivity rates by age group
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Th i l b ti i ti i th l t i th ldTheir labour participation is the lowest in the world
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…and their unemployment highest
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E l i i f i h iEmployment opportunities for women are in the service sector
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ti l l i k t i…particularly in non-market services

• Women dominate non-market service sector (health education social)Women dominate non market service sector (health, education, social)

• Gender balance in market service sector 
• Men dominate the declining industry sector
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d it i i l i th Middl E t…and it is growing – also in the Middle East

Middle East, Employment
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S i d t hi ff t iti fServices and entrepreneurship offer opportunities for women..
UAE, employment by sector

% male, female by sector
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…some trends:
• Businesses owned by Arab women are on

…but challenges remain:
• Constraining employment choices comesBusinesses owned by Arab women are on 

the rise
• Expanding opportunities beyond 

traditional female occupations (education

• Constraining employment choices comes 
with a price:
– less optimal matches and lower productivity

• Broadening consistency with socialtraditional female occupations (education, 
health, banking) to telecommunications 
and postal services

• Commerce and industry jobs where

• Broadening consistency with social, 
cultural and religious traditions
– Broadening employment opportunities in 

interacting with other women
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Commerce and industry jobs where 
religious codes are not breached

• ICT is gender neutral

interacting with other women
– Innovative solutions in technology and 

science
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WHAT WILL YOU DO?
www manpower comwww.manpower.com
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